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Abbreviations 

AC Associated Country 

EU  The European Union 

FAQ Frequently Asked Questions 

ITRS InnoRate Technology Rating System 

SME Small or medium sized enterprise 

TTO Technology transfer organisation or office 
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Introduction 

1.1 What is InnoRate? 

InnoRate is a 3-year project (January 2019 to December 2021) funded by the European Union within 
the framework of the Horizon 2020 Research and Innovation Programme. InnoRate is set on 
deploying a trusted, objective and recognised service platform across the EU to support and improve 
the decision-making processes of investors and lenders for vetting, prioritising and providing access 
to finance to innovative SMEs with high growth potential. The novel Technology Rating System of 
digitally enabled decision support tools and services provided through this platform is underpinned 
by well-customised innovation assessment and rating methodologies. These go beyond the current 
practices in evaluating and signalling the technological and business potential and risks of market-
creating innovations, in an efficient and cost-effective way.  

The InnoRate service platform deploys innovation assessment and rating services along with a series 
of tailored investment readiness, matchmaking and data analytics services as attractive value 
propositions to SMEs and investors. The services leverage a Pool of Experts brought together under 
the project to minimise the expertise and resources required by SMEs and investors for technology 
assessment and rating. In doing so, the efficient and scalable deployment are driven to solutions, 
generate the traction required for testing and demonstrating their results, while also gaining 
recognition as a trusted and objective service platform.  

The InnoRate Technology Rating Platform along with its rating methodologies and digital decision-
support tools will be piloted in the context of the investment readiness and match making services 
that will be offered by the project to interested stakeholders, covering a diverse set of use cases, 
ranging from investors scouting for and prioritising high-growth potential SMEs for access to finance, 
to financial institutions assessing such SMEs for loan-based financing. 

1.2 Purpose of this User Guide 

The current InnoRate User Guide and Training Material will serve as instruction to the users on how 
to register, navigate and utilise the functionalities of the InnoRate Platform with its possibilities to 
enable full utilisation of the services that InnoRate Platform offers to its users. 

1.3 Where to go for help? 

We strive to offer the users an easy-to-use, comprehensive set of functionalities in the InnoRate 
Platform that will lead them to the desirable match in finding funding opportunities, strategic 
partnerships or other forms of collaboration. The users can refer to online tutorials that were 
developed to guide them through the functionalities of InnoRate Platform and its optimal use. 

The InnoRate Platform offers the users also personalised advice and support, on an ad-hoc basis, 
during the pilot operation to address specific issues which may arise. Also, dedicated webinars will 
guide the user through the various tools and services of the platform. 

The user can also contact InnoRate technical team directly: 

• For technical question: tech@innorate-project.eu 

• For methodology question: methodology@innorate-project.eu  

  

mailto:tech@innorate-project.eu
mailto:methodology@innorate-project.eu
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5- Number of Commercialized Technologies (TC) 
6- Number of Developed Technologies (TD) 

 
7- Number of Commercialized 
Products (PC) 
8- Number of Awards (for the 
Last 3 Years) (AW) 
9- Number of Certificates 
(CER) 
10- Number of Patents 
(Registered) 
11- Number of Patents 
(Pending) (PP) 
12- Number of Utility Model 

(Pending) 
13- Number of Utility Model (Registered) (UMR) 
14- Number of Patents (Design) (PD) 

 
a. Number of Program 
(Software) Registration (PrR) 

b. Number of Trademark 
Rights (TR) 

c. Number of Other 
Protection Rights (OPR) 

15- Does the Company Have a 
Mid and Long-Term (2~3 Years) 
Business Plan Regarding Technology 
Development in Detail, and The Plan 
Is Appropriate Based on the 
Feasibility, the Size of the Company, 
And the Expected Returns. (PLE)  
16- Are the Developed 
Technologies Efficiently Managed 

According to Documentation, And Utilized in The Manner of Research Reports, Analysis 
Reports, Business Plans, Know-How Management Obtained in The Course Of Development 
by Employees, Etc. 

17-Technology Uniqueness 

 

The last sub step is the Business feasibility pre-screening, where it is possible to select the multiple 
options that apply to each case, as showed in the following figure.  

Figure 10: Technology competency Pre-Screening sub step (3/3)  

Figure 9: Technology competency Pre-Screening sub step (2/3) 
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2.3 Data analytics & matchmaking services 

The InnoRate Platform offers the SMEs the functionality to search for investors or other SMEs based 
on several criteria to decide which investors or potential collaborators to approach. Furthermore, 
they will gain insight into the whole SME ecosystem and industry. 

To view a profile of a concrete company on the platform, sign in with your username and password. 
Then press search and write down the name of the company. There are few search criteria for 
companies: 

• Previously spotted 

• Per sector 

• Per region 

• Per maturity 

Select the desired company from the list. The names of companies with same or similar name will 
appear (Figure 13): 

 

Figure 13: View a company profile 

To see the score of a company, press the button with the company name.  

The company can be also viewed:   

• In terms of its own ITRS score 

• Compared with other companies 

To view company score, simply click on the company name. 

To compare with other SMEs (Figure 14), click on the button Compare on the left site and 
sequentially press on the names of the companies to compare. The selected companies will appear 
in green. Press the green button Compare Companies at the right sight or the selection: 

 

Figure 14: Company comparison 

 

The comparison will appear in a new page with the comparative scores in different indicators 
measurement. Scroll down to view the full set of comparative indicators (Figure 14): 




























































